Regulatory Issues

The growing array of complex, sometimes conflicting, federal,
state, regional, and local environmental and safety laws and
regulations affects the efficiency of port operations and the
ability to improve access constraints. For port officials, the most
pressing aspects of this problem are the regulations on the preserva-
tion of wetlands. Additional concerns about air quality and proposals
for restricting truck operations, though not yet imposed, suggest
complicated problems that ports may be required to contend with in
the future. Dredging and disposing of dredged materials have a more
direct effect on waterside access to ports than on landside access, but
the disposal of dredged materials can also influence efforts to recon-
figure terminals. Having hazardous materials on port property or in
transportation corridors, and moving such cargoes, can also pose
risks to public safety. In addition, many port officials express concern
about conflicting state and national regulations governing the loaded
weight of trucks serving the ports.

CONSTRAINTS
Wetlands Preservation
Background

Environmental issues rank high on the public policy agenda. The
National Transportation Policy, pronounced in February 1990, in-
cludes the following statement:
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